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BENNETT BROOK DISABILITY JUSTICE CENTRE 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [10.05 am]: I would like 
to update the house on the Bennett Brook Disability Justice Centre in Caversham. On Thursday, 
31 December 2015, two residents of the centre absconded and the subsequent search activity led to anxiety on 
the part of some neighbours of the centre. Western Australia Police returned one resident to the centre the 
following day, and the second resident returned in the company of family on 3 January 2016. I understand the 
concerns expressed by local community members and I subsequently met with a group of local residents on two 
occasions to provide information and answer questions. I acknowledge that the legal limitations regarding the 
release of personal information and respect for the privacy of the centre’s residents contributed to community 
uncertainty and speculation around this incident. 
Immediately after the incident, the Disability Services Commission implemented measures to increase the 
security at the centre, and perimeter fencing and internal procedures were reviewed. In addition, I commissioned 
an independent analysis of the individual plans, programs and services for residents of the centre, including 
whether the plans, programs and services are being applied in a way that promotes the protection and safety of 
the community. This analysis was undertaken by retired Supreme Court justice Hon Peter Blaxell and 
Professor Colleen Hayward, AM, of Edith Cowan University—two people highly regarded in their respective 
fields. As part of this independent analysis I also requested that Mr Blaxell and Professor Hayward advise 
whether due consideration was given by the Minister for Disability Services in determining resident suitability 
for the Bennett Brook Disability Justice Centre. 
The analysis was completed on 22 January 2016 and contains five recommendations, including that the goals in 
each individual development plan be structured and expressed in a way that the resident will easily understand; 
the deadline for individual development plans be extended from 20 days after residents arrive at the centre, to 
three months; during the development of each individual development plan there should be a greater focus on 
finding activities that excite the interest of the particular resident; a standard recording procedure be created to 
document any breaches of conditions; and formal internal reviews of the effectiveness of the centre’s operations 
be conducted at least annually. Each recommendation has been accepted by the government. Mr Blaxell and 
Professor Hayward included an addendum to their report that highlighted the number of people with disability 
serving sentences in prisons because they had not received legal advice to seek custody orders under the 
Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act 1996. The report’s authors recommended that the 
Disability Services Commission undertakes an education program directed at the legal profession so that it is 
fully aware of the programs available at the centre. This recommendation has also been accepted. 
In the report’s conclusions, Mr Blaxell and Professor Hayward commended the commission on its risk 
assessment and management processes and stated their belief that the procedures and systems in place strike 
a proper balance between prioritising the protection and safety of the community, staff and residents while at the 
same time delivering appropriate services to centre residents. 
The commission received advice from both the Department of Corrective Services and a private sector security 
consultant on how to improve perimeter security and amend operational procedures to minimise the risk of 
future absconding. The changes being implemented to security are commensurate with the nature and purpose of 
the centre. Given that security reports contain detailed confidential information about the design and operations 
of the centre, they will not be tabled. 
In addition, the commission and WA Police have finalised a memorandum of understanding to ensure that both 
agencies have a clear understanding of the process that will be implemented in cases of unauthorised absences 
from the centre. In establishing the centre, the government has addressed a core social issue in providing a real 
option for people who have been accused of a crime and have been deemed unfit to plead to charges because of 
their intellectual or cognitive disability. That option is an alternative to prison. The fences, the security, the 
well-trained staff and the individual plans are there to support a mandatory approach to skills development, to 
help people become more independent when they return home. 
When I informed the house on 12 August last year of the centre’s official opening, I said — 

It is right to provide these people with fair access to justice. It is right to provide these people with the 
support they need to be participating and contributing members of the community. It is right to support 
safe, strong and inclusive communities in WA. 

I table the report “Bennett Brook Disability Justice Centre: Independent Analysis by Hon Peter Blaxell and 
Professor Colleen Hayward, AM, of Individual Plans, Programmes, and Services for Residents and the 
Government response”. 
[See paper 3904.] 
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